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The Bell
As many of you have watched the construction of the First Baptist Church building, and you have been eager about the steeple and bell.  Charlie Haydon, Building Committee Chairman says the bell went up in time for Founders Day and the steeple will be added by the end of the month.

The bell is believed to have been made in the 1890’s as the inscription on it reads: 

The C S Bell Co. 30

Hillsboro, O.

The 30 indicates the size of the bell.

This very bell was installed in the old 1901 building of First Baptist Church.  The original acquisition records are not available, but one of the members does have a very poor old photo showing the first steeple in the old church.  When the church was remodeled, the bell was moved into the porch attic, with louvers to the outside so that it could still be used and that is where it remained at the time of the fire.  

Charlie Haydon of First Baptist Church remembers ringing the bell when he was 10-12 years old.  He thinks it was because they lived just a block from the church.  Charlie quotes one of his fondest memories of ringing the bell was to try to out ring the Methodists on Sunday mornings.

This bell, like many members of the church, stands ready to once again ring out and remind the good citizens of Dripping Springs that First Baptist Church is still standing firm on God’s good ground. 
