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Interim Pastor Departs 

Honoring the Past, Building Our future continues at First Baptist Church of Dripping Springs. Dr. Les Collins has been our Interim pastor since November 2008.  He has been very instrumental in the healing of our Church, both emotionally and spiritually, after the devastating fire of September, 2007.  Two weeks ago, our congregation called our new full time pastor, but Pastor Collins has left his mark on this church in so many ways.  One of the most visible will be a pulpit that Pastor Les will use during his last two Sundays with us. This pulpit will then take its proximate place in our new sanctuary, which is scheduled to open in the spring of 2010.

Inspired by a pulpit designed by Charles Haddon Spurgeon and used in the First Baptist Church, Dallas,Texas, Pastor Les set out to design a similar pulpit during the refurbishment of Tallowood Baptist Church, Houston, Texas.  With a donation of $700 from a church member, Dr.Wiley Biles, the plans were sent and a pulpit built by LL Sams in 1978.  Pastor Collins preached behind this pulpit for the next 12 years.  In 2008, the pulpit was retired and stored due to another sanctuary refurbishment. When he saw the plans for the new First Baptist Church of Dripping Springs sanctuary, Pastor Les immediately thought of ‘his pulpit’ and what a good fit it would make.  When he approached our architect with the idea, Ben Heimsath wholeheartedly agreed. 
When Dr. Collins approached the Tallowood Baptist leadership, they and Dr. Biles agreed to donate the pulpit to First Baptist Church of Dripping Springs.  They not only agreed to the donation, but Mr. Larry Heslip, Minister of Education and Church Administrator, actually delivered it to us on November 2, 2009.  Driving it from Houston meant Dr. Les Collins would once again preach behind his pulpit.

Even though our beloved Interim Pastor departs our church family officially on November 15, he leaves us a legacy.  Dr. Collins will preach his last sermon on Sunday, November 15, and the church will host a farewell dinner on the grounds in his honor immediately following the service. His pulpit will truly make our motto ring true every Sunday morning, center stage, in our new sanctuary … Honoring The Past, Building Our Future!
