Continuing Thoughts on the Business of Rebuilding a Church
                                                                            By Charlie Haydon 

The months following the fire of September 5, 2007, that destroyed our church sanctuary and the historic church of 1901 have been difficult.  Because of the damage to our surviving buildings, we had to hold services in the gym of the Springs Fitness center until we could return to our restored fellowship hall and education wing of the church campus.

First Baptist Church seemed to be in a crisis that would be hard to overcome.  I have always assumed that a crisis of this magnitude would bring people together, but that did not happen, as several families chose to leave the church.  However, a core group of people remained determined to, not only rebuild the buildings; but to rebuild a strong fellowship of believers who would once again be a strong witness for Christ in this community.  As I stood helplessly watching our church burn, I knew I could not walk away.

My ties with first Baptist are long.  I grew up in this church when all of the members were like family.  My childhood Sunday school teachers led me to an early understanding of the teachings of Christ and His plan of salvation for us.  This church had always been our rock and the members were people we loved and who supported us through births, deaths, weddings and those times in between. My own three children and my oldest grandson grew up and were baptized in this church.  Our two daughters were married here.   My parents have been members of this church for almost 80 years.  Actually, our ties with this church go even farther back than that.

In 1872, my great- great- grandfather on my mother’s side, J.B. Peal, moved his family to Hays County and established a ranch on the Blanco river\ several miles above Wimberley.  John Peal, a Confederate veteran, was told he might regain his health by moving to the hill country.  His wife, a strong Christian and a Baptist, found out about the Baptist church in Dripping Springs and the Peal family started making the trip by wagon for services.  In August of 1875, John B. Peal made a profession of faith in our Lord and was baptized in Onion Creek.  My great- grandmother told me that I was baptized in the same spot in Onion Creek as her father. Some years later, he donated land and helped establish a Baptist church on their ranch.  Two of the Peal sons became Baptist preachers.  Henry Peal, one of the sons, came back to First Baptist and served as pastor for many years and was the pastor during the building of the 1901 church.  In the 1970's, the last 800 acres of the Peal Ranch was donated by John Peal’s granddaughter to the Baptist Foundation of Texas.

I remember my great- grandmother telling me about the fire that destroyed the first church building in 1880 and how the church met, for many years,  in the Dripping Springs Academy building now the Masonic Lodge Hall.  I have wondered how those early church members overcame the loss of their building when times were so hard.  From the church records, it seems the ministry of the church went right on.  The church became very involved in the operation of the Dripping Springs Academy, several men were ordained into the ministry, and the Driftwood Baptist church was organized as a mission of the church.  It was not until 190l, with the purchase of our present church property, that First Baptist found a permanent home.

The ministry of First Baptist to the community has been strong for most of its history.  In the 1970's the Senior Citizens Center was begun in our fellowship hall and today that center remains a vital part of the community.  

The last few years have seen First Baptist Church focus inward instead of out toward the community.  There is a strong, core group of members who are determined to again reach out to the community and become a strong advocate for the message of Christ.  Many former members have returned to our fellowship and several new members have come our way.  We are blessed with Dr. Les Collins, our interim pastor, and have recently been blessed by Nancy Nichols, our new Music Minister.  New families are beginning to discover what a warm fellowship we have.

We are proud of our heritage of ministry to this community and are excited about what God has in store for us as a church.  Our bible study classes have been meeting once again, the Women’s Ministry is looking for future ministry opportunities and our Vacation Bible School will be held in partnership with Sunset Canyon Baptist Church June 16th through the 20th. 
Some people have questioned why we have chosen to rebuild on such a valuable location.  Our answer to that is, this location is in the heart of Dripping Springs and we feel that we can best serve this community in its heart. We are excited about beginning the process of rebuilding our church buildings, but more excited about rebuilding our church fellowship.  In the words of our pastor, “God is good all the time”.

On May 21, 2008, First Baptist Church of Dripping Springs formally began the process of rebuilding our church by hosting a congregational meeting with Heimsath Architects.  Heimsath Architects were selected largely because of their practice of involving the entire church in the planning stages of building.  All of the members present were divided into teams for the purpose of walking the church property and reporting back their vision for the various stages of ministry.

The next step will be a retreat of various church members charged with the process of helping the architects put the vision of the church into a long range plan for future growth.

