The Business of Re-building
 

Since I retired from the pastorate of the Tallowood Baptist Church in Houston, I've had the privilege of serving thirteen other churches as Interim Pastor. I came on board at First Baptist Church, Dripping Springs this past January. Here, I found a disorganized but very resolute congregation. Last September the major buildings were destroyed by a mid-day fire. In addition, the congregation had steadily lost members over a six year period. Both these events were devastating. 
 

So when I arrived eight months ago I really did not know where to start. The congregation met at The Springs for a few months but since February we have met in our refurbished Fellowship Hall. The process of hiring an architect had already begun. In March, the Austin firm of Heimsath Architects was engaged to draw plans for a new sanctuary and future educational space. The insurance money will provide for a good jumpstart for the physical  plant re-building. He said it would require more than two years to draw plans, get bids and complete the construction. This estimate puts us into the spring of 2010 before we will be able to occupy our new sanctuary.
 

Two other elements of re-building our church life remain undone and these are very important. if not more so, than new buildings. These two elements are the re-instituting our ministries of teaching and proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ; and, the second is to re-establish the church's identity and sense of community. All these elements are a part of our re-building business.
 

So, where are we now? First Baptist is experiencing growth in becoming unified as a community of believers in Christ. Fear and mistrust are fading. We genuinely love one another.
 

Just as exciting is our growth in numbers. Last November and December our average worship attendance was approximately eighty-five. In the month of September we are averaging one hundred thirteen. There have been twenty-four new people to join our fellowship. Nine of these were baptized into our church family. We are trusting God to enlarge our missions and outreach ministries.
 

Our theme is: "God is good....All the time"
Les Collins
Interim Pastor
